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Youlvye GBoing to Marey an Srbist?
ey

Having Your Cale and Eatinmg It Teou!

by Fepoy Ferris

Whew Meith ard I decided Lo get maryied my Father?s
comments were edactly what vou would erpest. Me ashled, Yhows
can an artist garm a liviesg?"  I'm swe wy Falther was aloo
thivhing that Hedith and I came Feoom wery i Fferent bhaok-—
graounds and that there Qmu}d e weed For much compeonise.
Mive wss bthe stable 1ife of Tiwinmg i ome house, S Y W
withy the same Frievds, having é FTather whoa went of F
oo bhe office everyday and berecupht home a vegul sy payohesol.
Haith, o the obhes hand, was Froom s military Family who wers
MO ivig Every year o & with roacks in nc particular place.

Heith was detersined to bé av aviabiow artist and
abmorhed everyibing poesible sbhoub swid st i o, airﬁiéﬁe5g‘
avid military hishory, My dAmwalwvenent with aviation up to
that podrt was the "Sunday aftermccs ride wikh the family ocut
oo wmatoh bthe airplanes ab Lamberd Fiéld." I kmew the
difference betwesn the fuselapne ant the wivig and bthat was
abacut it. I hwew ever less about art. Heibh already had a
substarntial collesction of photos and articlies amd 3 et o
that I would have bto pass an airorafh recaegniticn test hefore

we took bthe marviange wowes,

Cur drvvolwasmert was with the articte #vdd btheir families

From the studio where Meith wcebed as the prcduoticrn mamager




o33 the Qir Foros Fublicaticons accounk resgonzikie For
prodiucing art For training marusis, We weres BINCEI & groun

&t

of yourg artists, all ¥rving to lsars as much as bhey could
¥ 3 2

while struggling to make = iiwvimg, Sur kin leak came when

Heith relinguished that Jeb and did &1l of the drawings feoo

s of bhe mamuxlo, This pawve us a chance o parn scme extra
Moy and when the Nir Force clozed the Publicati s umit

the studic lomh the acoournt zned Feith iocst hiz aviatiom

eliewtk.

With & fouw husdred ool Iars i oo poohket we made {(te
med the drastic decicics lagainet the advice of REFS
caring friends and comworiers) o male the Big move ba @ paEy

of the counbtsy that could suppcet & free lancs
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artis=h.,

We hesded East in = gqusst
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o bive advertising agencips

3

a0 corporate headouarters of mary future aviatiow cliewmbe,

b

e arrived with one daughter and soms Furnishings with wme

place to live, ma Job and lcaing one paEricr, corly slightlw,

We srdded up on Lowng Island where we found a houss whooe
rEnt we Telt we could afford and Heith began calling an

sviaticw cliemts. The jobs wers zmall, the houre iste s

the killing just Encatt to allow usm o pebt by

e socer Faosd ancthoes ma oy decision, 2 mdverh -

2iny apevey that bad beew the scuree of scme Freo lance

3




woetk oslled Heith in cos gay and offered him & JOR as an

sorount puEouh v, The salary was ahoeul Fougr times what we
had beesn earning, plus all the vEual amenities {hoalth
insuranoe, vaostiorn, holidayes, eto.) and sdditicnsl Fres
lavwe joabs, Hee came hose and we discussed bhe oo arid oorss
Forr & few mivutes and decided to decline the affar, Hawing
rengnbered that we came Fast with the goal of his becoming o
succeseful free lavece aviation arbist there WEERE YR wEy e

coewld sccept a steasdy job. That would have gotber im bhe

way of what he really wanted to de,

b were learving what the woed patisnoe” means. i

oo bhat the woed "Faith? and we bmew we could snodure. X

wagn®t easy, but ss thinps began ta Fall ocur way, it was
certainly & comFortanle Feeling to krow that we were Bui lding

something that we considered wary wpecial bo ous.,

Our mow arvived on the scene and Lhevs my Father oame bo
wigit us. I think he really wanted to see how we were el vz,
He wo scoewyr arvived than Heith recsived & all bto po dinbo
MYC to piok up & small dob that was due the meut morning. Hex

Diad wewnt slong aned that evening after dirows Heith went b

poes
i
e
i

then tivny studis and the rest of us wenh bo bed. The
wEMt moerniing he and Dad were of F o to delivers the art angd bthab
probabxly relisved my Falhers andiety somewhat bo Rncar bhat

SR OEY @sv much more money than bhe edopoted Ffroam arb.
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ey oure gaughter went ho Mivdergaritern and was asbed what

e Daddy doess For & living she stocd B and said: Uiy Daddy
dossn’t dea arything, he just stave hroans arnd drges girplansa. ”
That mades the rounds of the zochool amd the yighborhaod i
shcrt e, Mancy was Dorrech,

BE obhe client liet coart ivsaed te grose, avdd art woek was
appeEaring repularly in privt, Medlth became a menber of bhe
Bocieby of Illustrators, He fowsd himself imwels cadd in bhe
i FG?EQ At Proogeam. This was the cgooes bumity which put

Fim back with sirplanes and Lthe Ois Fores which he missed so

muasdi. I was to lesrw that it drovedved trips that tool him
HWEY  Trods bhe bhoard, This meant that Foor shart periods of
time the painting stopped amg =o gig the income. I Fell back

oy that word patisncs. I kmew I coulde't tell Bim wot o b
irnvodwed.,  AFbes ail, Erecializivg in aviatices art; nhis

BHposure bto bhe missicey, peaple amd machines Furthered his -

byicwledos s zlloeed him keen up with teahﬁalagy, The fHir
Foree paintings are dore during additicral Bov-Tevenus time

in the studic. Helilth haes devobted an svErage of =iy wesls o

eay of hisz time to this pregram For bthe past twenty einght
WESTE, The program Bawe bim his Ffirsd cpporbunity bo g
large paintings in aduiticor o bhe advertising Plilustration

wivioh provided soge Tiwivim,

Iy bl sEantins. I was tesm arhrivg school, rai ildrer
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arid Lrwimg bo Belp Keith as hest ¥ conld.  Working at bome

a1k advartages and its digadvantages. You it ¥ have to

commute, but there iz always the battle with it 8 mel fe

giscinlins iw the compet it o For b dme, Meiohbcrs gy

Friemds aften staon by to soe what Fou sve doing and the

telephone Fivige ok veasl Iy, In adudition, bhe O R B LG BT

BEEmE o grow with bthe carser,

I advertising, jobs alwaws
Rave bhad s shord deadlig s Wb d vin wiighte, halidevs ang
wEEk-Erds mas bhe mesen, Thoess are thinge that cre must

srEst with & free lamcs CRTERT .

T have at orne’ s Fimgertipe a litwrary, a reference File

of draseings, mhotogranhs ang clippings and & =2lide File BYE &

must fooro bthe aviation arbtisk, The more complete the studia

reference sources, the less time spent away From bhe by

and studic locking For material before starting on the ez

el bhe mors wrwmieterntly accuwrate the resulting avh worl,

I wish I had & wickle fere Every olipping [ ve «linped

@yt wvery slide that 1% we Files, i secong thought, letie
make that a dollar Ffooe sk, ) Melth has well ower S I

wdnle

slides iv Pis collerdion Fogr wbiich I have dewvisond BT

rapid retrisval syatem., He sleoc has 38 File drawers and

L

thoussmg of bools snd MEDarIves. His models tycgdyd e,

Dtea
z

wlagues, wcertificates, etoc, hawvse apilled inmbto the roat of

the house arnd my Bowling tropbies sre weas i bhe abtbie,




wvont foon, e
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My Father became a widcaese For the second fime and
Came to live with hizs aviztion arbtiet gorin—lam, By this

time Dad had coha »aed his whols ssrcestion aod was Meithis

worlt ivy Mashinptos, DO while Fainting his Firedt mue 1y the
=17 "Fortresses Ueder Fire" at bhe Maticmal Alr and Space

&t

Museiimg.

her the sescond mural came alowg st NABM, “"The Ewvelulics

«f Jet fAviatioce”, ¥ toobk a lsave of abhssnre from Loac chivg and

mooves te DL, with Heith becsusze I realized what an g it ing
time I had missed hkefors, Instead of roh: Arming boo bthe

wlasercaos I retived soo rEmaivued at home to help rurs the

pusimess which, by this time, ivvolved more Lhas the creat i

\Ah

I was freg of =z teaching contract and could e w2l wmith

Meith From bime to bime. He often jocdes abhoub CEhe time
RRTY YesrsE ago when we visited hism parent? 2 house at Soekd
Rir Foroe Base, and he tock me to ses three F-88z take off.

I was very uncomfortable with =il the modse, to the meed ek
that I comsidersd it Friphtening. I am reported to hawve
z=aid, "Fella, if vou ever sc much &5 et near one oF thooDe
Rings, you've had it. " {Famcous last words ! Rineces t
time I have often found myself sitting iy missice bhriefin =N

avd cut o the Flipht lims te launch and reccver Keith Fee

t?,r

mary of his 200 plum hours i et Fighters, I pusss I made




commi bment whew we moved East and decided T wankted Lo
ivwodwed boc, " mavbe it wes the Gid adzsos which

better to joinm 'em tharn o Fight *eam,

I hawve thought it is good too ke o husbangd? s
wostk &vd good Fooer bthe children to understand what their
Father deoes. With the studic st home, the i ldver were

irovedved and Heith could watoh the ohildres gy up, I

urmheretang obles wives who don®t wand o e dlvvolved im

their hushand? & werk, They prabably have the sppmostbumity bo

oo mors things bhat they want to de, But that mode dossrd t

Fit me and Heith has beer pleased that [ am willivg to do sa
muehs koo help hBim, Afher 21l these years, Ifwe lesrred o
comsiderable amount a%::eﬁ%.;'t swvialiarm, airplanss, bthe military
antd the people we bhave to deal Wit I can handle most of
the Caorrespondence, phong walls, schieduling of trdpe,

guhyibitione of paimbinmgs, sales of Iithapraphic meimts, sto.

A1l of these taks time and I am abkle to Free Heith fo S ]

¥y
pra dovrhod venie, wiribing, airorzfi paint schenes, zpeahing
engagenente, sho.
Far mary vears Keith bhas been chairman of the Bowwieby of

Illustratbcora Howvermment Ssrvicos Ccanmittbow, I da omoast of

the calling sl corvespontting For bthe B51t'as 04 Forog g

Erge o

Hrceyast arvd bthe Cosg

bl

Guard Illusbtrabtion Frogranm once Keikh

i

Bas idewntifiss the participating ardiste,
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Rrcther orgamizatices Lo wiich we have given such time
and effort le the Smerican Society of Oviatios Frbists,  We
worked for a good Lo ¥eare o develon & sst of Byl mwe aeud
iocivs bhe ohkber feunders ive spresment bhefore setting cut do

Lok Foor membere, Estehlishment of READ has
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o bmenh of time, effort ang FFmEyiy. but it bhaz heswn

rewsrding to soe A50O0 [ atects ¥l 2t

Me ferl that aviaticse ard has beérn pood fta us and R

sculd like obherse to be abkle to svjow its rewards,

Lacking haobk cm cus 1ife I mumposs we cogld Rawe podclosd
= A fanl ¥

& E@oure orofessicy which would have allowed that sbeady

payvohechk, with insureance, vacabtions and moers MOVHEY . hubt ik

woeld peobably not have of Ferod meayr the enjoyment, the

] 3 1y,

edvoitement, woe 2llcwsd us e de the bthings bhat oes have bDeon

alxie Lo oo fe this callsd having your cabe and eating it
ton?  If ma, then we are up b our pare iv cakel




